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John David, VA3JHD had a 42-year quest to earn his Amateur 
Radio Operator’s Certificate. That story was told in an article by 
Justin Mowat, a CBC Hamilton Reporter/Editor, which was 
published on the CBC’s website on December 31, 2019. You can 
find it at: https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/hamradio-
operators-hamilton-1.5408797. This is the story of John’s quest 
– the back story! 
In September 2019, John, along with 11 other candidates, joined 
the fall Basic Amateur Radio course offered by the Burlington 
Amateur Radio Club (BARC). The determination to succeed 
shone from John’s eyes from the first meeting. The course met 
for eight two-hour sessions at the same time and place as the 
club’s Hackspace gathering. At Hackspace, club members 
gather weekly to build, problem solve, ragchew, share and 
support each other! So, in one room were the prospective 
Amateurs and in another a support group of experienced 
Amateurs were waiting to Elmer the successful candidates! 
BARC’s meeting space at Burlington’s Shoreacres Bible Chapel 
enhances the Club’s ability to support both activities at the  
same time. 
BARC’s instructional team for the course was led by Education 
Director Hugh McCully, VE3AYR, along with Rod Clifton, 
VE3ISO, Mike McArdle, VA3KAH and Mark Richardson, 
VA3OBO. Their informal team teaching approach offers many 
advantages: a broad range of experience and knowledge, a 
variety of different voices and a choice of personalities for the 
candidates to connect with. 
A further factor in the learning environment for the course is that 
three of the instructors were retired teachers and the fourth had 
been a long-time industrial processes instructor. Thus the 
course and its scope and sequence was created by teachers 
experienced in curriculum development and delivered by 
seasoned instructors. 
The course was built on the idea that passing the test is just the 
beginning of the candidates’ Amateur adventure. So let’s get 
busy and pass the test! 
The challenge for the candidates was to have the dedication 
necessary to learn the test material and pass the test. When this 
goal has been achieved, with the wide diversity within Amateur 
Radio today, each Amateur’s path to adventure is unique. 
However, all of the newly certified Amateurs get the support for 
their ongoing learning from within the BARC membership at the 
weekly Hackspace gatherings.

Prior to each course session, candidates downloaded material 
from BARC’s online Groups.io site (see https://groups.io for 
more information). The downloads included: 
• an assignment sheet specific to each session
• a list of learning statements taken from the Innovation, 

Science and Economic Development Canada (ISED) Basic 
Study Question Database

• a copy of all the visuals to be used during the session
• sheets of relevant supplementary graphics
• a list of videos from YouTube and QRZ to be viewed
Note: Groups.io is an email groups service that enables users to find 
and start groups, sync members across services, and archive 
conversations with hashtags. The system works with Dropbox, 
Email, Github, Feeds, Google Hangouts, Facebook and Instagram.

This was the study material to be used in preparation for the 
next session. Learning statements were to be flagged when 
further explanation was to be sought at the upcoming session. 
At each session the learning statements were reviewed and 
questions from the candidates were discussed. Here is when 
having four experienced Amateurs in the instructional team 
became a huge asset as breadth of background and different 
answers to the same question created a deeper learning 
experience. 
No Basic Amateur Radio course can use a “one size fits all” 
approach so program modifications have to be made. Our 
course has a weekly routine in which candidates report their 
scores on the ISED online Basic Practice Exam at https://www.
ic.gc.ca/eic/site/025.nsf/eng/h_00040.html. This gives the 
instructors ongoing feedback to make course adjustments and 
offer individual counseling where appropriate. 
As the sessions passed, John was still showing great 
enthusiasm but he became aware that, although he had a high 
level of knowledge in some areas of Amateur Radio, he had not 
had the opportunity to learn some of the more technical aspects 
and found the technical jargon confusing. John came to Mark, 
VA3OBO, for extra help after course meetings but there wasn’t 
enough time for effective support. 

“Passing the Test is the Beginning of the Amateur Adventure...”

Hugh McCully, VE3AYR, Mark Richardson, VA3OBO,  
Rod Clifton, VE3ISO and Mike McArdle, VA3KAH
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Mark Richardson, VA3OBO, instructing the class.

Hackspace gathering at BARC: building, sharing and learning.
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Since both John and Mark are retired, they agreed to meet a few 
weekday mornings at the Halibut House restaurant that does a 
good breakfast! John (on the right in the above photo) and Mark 
had three productive and enjoyable meetings. During breakfast 
John would regale Mark with tales of his time in the military 
– adventures in the Golan Heights and with the Scout troop that 
he led during his NATO deployment in Germany, including flying 
a troop to a World Jamboree in Ireland by military aircraft; living 
on a mountaintop in British Columbia; his volunteer work with 
the Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum and much more. They 
discovered some common interests beyond radio and even that 
they had a mutual friend. 
These breakfast sessions each lasted about 2 1/2 hours and the 
time flew by. John came well prepared, having reviewed all of 
the course material and making notes of questions on the 
practice exams that he found mystifying (and who doesn’t find 
some of those?). As Mark worked through John’s notes, it was 
interesting to see how some of his past experience caused 
difficulty as terms have come to mean different things – for 
example his understanding of tuning related his experience in 
adjusting of the power levels of the tube radios of his Golan 
days, where the Basic course is thinking of the operation of an 
antenna tuner. They also spent time clarifying the unique 
language of Amateur Radio, Electronics Theory, and how to 
master those darned block diagrams. 
As exam time approached, the course instructors also spent 
time providing information on exam writing strategies. For many 
of our candidates, it had been years since they had last written 
an exam and test anxiety is a factor for everyone. To address 
this, a practice exam was held – “no pressure, just do your best”! 

For the candidates who didn’t score a passing grade, Rod, 
VE3ISO, our Examiner provided the right answer and the why for 
all the missed questions! He did this using the training material 
provided on the Cold Lake Amateur Radio Society’s website: 
https://clares.ca/files/all%20questions%20rac.pdf 
The week before the final test was an intense time for both John 
and Mark. Using the test analysis that Rod had provided allowed 
Mark to address John’s questions with further explanations that 
aided in his learning. This approach was effective with John. 
When he wrote his final test a week later he raised his score by 
17 marks and passed with honours! 
The reward for our time invested in the course was the smiles 
and success of the candidates and especially to witness the joy 
that John experienced when he easily achieved Basic with 
Honours. 
We never had any doubts that this would be the result as he had 
great motivation and determination and put the time and effort 
into earning his certificate. 
The day after David’s success, with such a great Amateur Radio 
and human interest story to share, Hugh, VE3AYR, called the 
CBC Hamilton office and talked with reporter Justin Mowat. 
Two weeks later 
Justin interviewed 
John and the 
instructional team 
and chatted with 
many of the 
Hackspace 
participants.
Later that night 
during an after 
session coffee 
gathering John had 
his first QSO!  
The rest, as they 
say, is history! 
Now you know the back story of John’s 42-year quest!  
Welcome to Amateur Radio John, VA3JHD!

Burlington Amateur Radio Courses:
The next Burlington Amateur Radio Club (BARC) course for the 
Basic certificate starts on Tuesday, September 15 and runs for 
eight consecutive Tuesday evenings until November 24.
We will meet from 7 pm until 9 pm at Shoreacres Bible Chapel, 
370 Shoreacres Road in Burlington. 
Cost: $100 includes: BARC membership, all necessary course 
materials and the exam.
Register early to be included in the course lead-up activities.
Contact: Hugh, ve3ayr@gmail.com
Website: https://www.barc.ca/education
The Burlington Amateur Radio Club (BARC) was founded in 
1972. One of BARC’s charter members was Noel Eaton, VE3CJ, 
President of the International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) in 
1979 when the WARC bands were initiated. 
BARC is an active club: hosting the annual Ontario Hamfest; 
maintaining four VHF/UHF FM and digital repeaters; offering 
classes for new Amateurs; and holding meeting weekly.  
New members and visitors are always welcome. For more 
information please visit https://www.barc.ca/Rod congratulates John after the exam and “Pass with Honours” achieved.


